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1.Perspectiveof LAYA

LAYA envisages a socially just and humanized society, where the marginalized
communities find apace for a dignified quality of life and livelihood. Tiston

of LAYA is depicted in its logo with a-yang symbol superimposed by a

mythical dancing Nataraj (Shiva), which represents the rhythayg of dynamic

change, which is an integral part tiet Adivasi culture. Hence, while acknowledging the dance
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and to promote their holistic, integrated development
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The field project area is a part of a larger adivaslt of 5 districts: East Godavari, West
Godavari, Visakhapatnam, Vizianagaram, 8ridakulam contiguou® the Scheduled Areas

of SouthOrissa, SoutlChhattisgarhand Eastern Maharashtrdhe Government of Andhra

Pradesh has put forth proposathat it will divide its 13 districts into 26 districts on April 4,

2022. Withthid ! , ! Q& 2 LISNI ( A 2 ytivd distridslrly: Adluki SitarargaRajiy | A y £
District and Parvathipuram Manyamdbict. LAY Aocuses on afeguarding the human rights

of the Adivasis and the promaij sustainable development in the areas inhabited by them in

the northern part of Andhra Pradesh.

WhereasLAYA's work with the Adivasi communities in Andhra Pradesh tgastits major

local activity, other fields of work have a national and an international bearing. This is mainly
in collaboration with the Indian Network on Ethics and Climate Change (INECC), set up in
1996. LAYA is one of the promoters of INB®Eh focuses on voicing the concernéthe
ecosystembased communities impacted differently by climatdhange andexplores
mitigation and adaptation options.
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3. Thematic Areas:

3.1 Safeguarding HumaRights

LAYA has been involved in addressing land alienation and-eocmmmmic rights of Adivasi
communities since its inception. For Adivasis, the threat to natural resources like land, water
and forest is a threat to their livelihoodvhich is symbiot to their identity as ethnigroups.

While there are protectivelawsin the ScheduledAreas the rightsof Adivasiscontinue to be
violated

LAYA's work, related to Land Alienation and Human Rights, is led by the Resource for Legal
Action(RLA)whichisaunit of LAY Aoutreaching the erstwhile 8istricts:EastWest Godavayi
and Visakhapatnam Districts.



Highlights 2@0 ¢ 2021

Facilitating Land Entitlements

484legalcasef landentitlementweretakenup, of whichsofar 205were successfulovering
aextent2 ¥ oyTt®nn | ONBADP ypc WLYRAGARZ f /fFAYaAQ
RoFRAct 2006in 147 villagesof 5 Mandalsof the East and VisakhapatnaBrikakulamand
Vizianagaram District$o far,104 claims werapproved to an extent or 258.82 acres.

LegalAwareness and Education:

Variouslegalawareness and educatigerogrammeswvere organized taeach out to various
groups of Adivasis andociceconomic entitlements facilitated in thareas of health,

education andsocialsecurity

Programme Participation

5 legal sensitization campsfor Adivasi youth on
landrightsg 2 YSYy Qa NAIKGazZ K
Information Act, RoFRAct, etc.

151 Adivasiyouth attended: female 65,
male86

9 legal orientation camps to CBOs / Wome

Groups in 6 villages

224 Women CBO representativ
participated

Facilitating Socizconomic Entitlements

Programme Participation

Health

Awareness on nutrition, health among
L/ 5{ k a 2 &R YNAMeSEREMKRPUram
Mandal, West Godavari district and Kunavarani
Mandal,EastGodavardistrict.

8 meetingswere conducted: 206 women
participated

6 Healthcamps organized

61 Adivasiswere treated in Kunavaram
Mandal, East Godavari District




Facilitated 6 Health carervices (121 tribals applie
for sanction of treatment)

121 tribals given healtkervices

Social Security

Facilitated representations of Adivasi households
secure Ration Cards

45AdivashouseholdsecuredRationCards

Facilitated representations of Adivasi to secure
Cards under MGNREGA

52 Adivasihouseholdssecured]JobCards

Facilitated158 applications of Old Age Pension (QA

79were sanctionedsofar

Facilitated YSR Sampoorna Poshana for tribal chil

87 Adivasi children

Facilitated applications of Housing Pattas

49 familiesgot HousingPattas

Facilitated 195 applications of YSReyutha 38were sanctioned
Facilitated 56 applications of YSR Ammavodi 11weresanctioned
Facilitated 703 applications of Rythu Bharosa 70were sanctioned
Facilitated 55 applications seeking Widow | 44were sanctionedsofar

Pension

Facilitated 24 applications of Physically
Challenged

4 were sanctioned so far

Facilitated 9 applications securing the deg
certificates

4 death certificates issued

Facilitated to secure Birth Certificates for
persons

1 was sanctioned

Facilitated47 applicationsof YSRVidhya Deeveng
(Education benefit)

15 were sanctioned

Facilitated16 applicationsof YSRVasathi Deeven
(Hostel accommodation)

2 were sanctioned

Facilitated 98 applicationsof PAN Card to secur
socio economic entitlements

25 were sanctioned

Facilitatedl 74 applicationdor Aadhar Cards updat
online to seek the eligibility to get socio, econor
entitlements.

66 were updated




Several policy related issues were addressed by drafting

and making the following representations onigdelines

== for declaration of Gram Sabhas for the purpose of

&8 conducting Gram Sabhas; Presidential order to provide
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the Scheduled Areas; drafting a notification giving

legitimate space to the PESA aBr Sabha in

determination of community status of the Scheduled

{ Tribes in the Scheduled Areas; recommendations for

strengthening the role of local sedbvernance
institutions under PESA Act. Policy Advocacy was also
facilitated by media campaigns on vargissues such

as Pensions, Scheduled Tribes Reservation in jobs and promotions, implementation of RoFR

Act 2006, and allocation of housiges inthe ScheduledAreas. Media campaign on Separate

district formation of Ramapachodavaram, Latmmpensation for Gubbalampalem tribals,

andon RoFRattas for Polavaram submergence area.

Village level meeting on identified issues of Akuru Cluster

16 RTIpetitions were also filed to get the earlier orders passed under Land Transfer
Regulation, Tribal SuBlan Funds, Polavarahnoject compensation details, laretquisition
notifications under Polavaram, etc.

3.2 Sustainable Resourddanagement

LAYA's main objective is to improve the sustainable productivity of natural resources. In doing

so, we ensure that adivasi communities in the High Altitude Tribal ZBiAG ) equip
themselves with sustainable technologies in natural resource management in order to be
U¥F22R &aSOdzZNBY FyR KI @S oFaArAl tAQBStAK22R aSod
developing abasket of good practices sustainable farming ich, when administered

together, work as a pragmatic model towards building community resilience.



Simultaneously, efforts are made to promote biodiversity in the area threugiedcropping
patterns and regeneration of Nehimber Forest Produce (NTFP) aegraded lands. Our
interventions include:

- Facilitating seed centers and conservation of rare crop seed varieties;
- Organising seed festivals;

- Promoting crop biodiversity;

- Undertaking an ethndootany study for sustaining biodiversity;

- Promoting NTFPBlants in degraded areas;

- Promoting broom grass cultivation.

The key challenges faced are:

1 Facilitating processes for optimum use and regeneration of natural resources for
higher productivity and sustainability.

1 Being culturally coherent in thiaterventions that we seek to introduce.

Based on our past learning, the initiativeeken upin 2021 ¢ 2022 included the following
Packages ofractices (PB) in agriculture and horticulture-climate friendly technologies and
other facilitative measuresiiallied nonrfarm activities:
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District Mandal Cluster No of No of No of
Panchayats| Villages | Households
East Godavari | Y.Ramavaram Dalipadu 3 18 122
R.Chodavaran Akuru 1 6 57
Maredumilli Maredumilli | 3 15 580
Y.Ramavaram| Pathakota |4 40 750
Visakhapatnam| Paderu Gondeli 2 10 242
Hukumpeta | Kunthurla 4 40 850
Vizianagaram | Pachipenta Pachipenta | 3 27 227
Srikakulam Seethampeta | Duggi 3 8 233
4 Districts 7 Mandals 8 Clusters 23 164 3061

2. Improved Sustainable Farming and Climate Resilient Farming Initiatives iq 2022

Based on our past learning, the initiatives irR2@ 2022 included the followingPackages of
Practices (PoP) in agriculturkorticulture and other facilitative measures in allied rfamm
activities:



Soil Nutrient Management

To enrich the soil and increase crop productivily an average of 20%soil nutrient
management wasadopted by the 85 households in @ acres from
Maredumilli clustey East Godavari District.

Climate Resilient Natural Farming

Continted the CRNFprocess in Pathakota Cluster with 215@rmer
householdsfrom 64 habitationsin collaboration with RythuSadhikar
Samstha, Department of Agriculture, Government of Andhra Praddstse
farmerstook up cultivation of paddy, millets, pulses and vegetables as
as horticultural crops like cashew, mango, banana and turnrectotal of
2890 acresSofar 1680 farmershave been motivatedo achieve'8eed to s
dASSRQ FI N &NEO farmersSve Nbtivated to adoartial HSas , il

. . Natural Farming practices
NaturalFarming practies

FiveLayer Model in One Acre Plots

86 farmershave adopted thdive-layer model in 86 acre3hismodel comprisesplanting of
trees, shrubs, creepers, herbs and tubassadiversified interventionwhichhelps to improve
the coping mechanism of the farmer in the face of climate variability

Practice of HaHAcre Annapurna Model

This is an integrated model which involhadtivation ofperennial and seasonal vegetables
ensuring regular access to nutoiti throughout the year and is managed solely by won#dn.
present 185 wometmave adoptedhis model in 36 villages of Pathakota Cluster

Guli Ragi Cultivation

In the successful 'Guli* method otiltivating ragi inKarnataka, sgcing is
followed in transplantation, weedinig done twice and rootstimulation is
done by using @&ooden planko produce more tillers. Besides,
‘Jeevamrutham'mainly consisting of cow urine and dungapplied twice
during the crop seasorilhis modelhas beenadopted by the 360Garmers
from 42 villages of Pathakota and Kunthurla Clustetsich hagesulted in
the increase of ragi crop productivifyom 3 to 8 quintals per acre

Gulli ragi field



PreMonsoon Dry Sowing

This was demonstrateid April 2021 by sowing combination j
of seeds including ragi, sama, korra, maize, jonna, ka7

growth and that the plantQoots have been established we
andyielded earljharvess. This practice is adopted by the 30 e
farmers in 40iillages of Pathakot@luster. L

Distribution of millet seeds
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outcomewas observedn the flowering and fruitingeducinginvestment in fertilizers and

pesticides and resulting in a 2B percent increase in cashew nuts per adi@s practice was

applied to 156Acres of cashew garderbelongs to 78 Farmers in Pathakota and maredumilli
clusters.

Homesteads Development

Homestead development as taken up to involve womelneaded households agriculture
3150 households practicddometead Developmenfs a result of thipractice,
each household received an additional income of Rs 2563035000 annually.

Sysem of Rice Intensification (SRI)

320 farmers took up SRI cultivationinrK S YKI NRAF aSlazy o
(wetlands). The harvest showed an increasegrage yield of @% per acre §
compared with the normal cultivated paddy during the sarseason.SRI | it
cultivation was also facilitated in the Rabi season 22@22 by 62 farmers in 28
villages. These farmers were also encouraged to use seed varieties tha

drought, pests and disease resistant.

SRlweeding
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Improved mixed cropping wazgomoted h 2 RdzQ X - WY S G (|
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adopted improved mixed croppin@hey adopted methods

of line sowing and were able to decrease seed rate in maize,

red gram, and dry paddy with an average increase in yield

from 7 to 9.5bags. This intervention has helped to reduce
drudgery in weeding and crop cutting

202§/11/20 15:43

Nutri-Kitchen Gardens and Improved Vegetable Cultivation

1850 louseholdsvere encouraged to starNutri-Kitchen Gardens,
which consists ofjyreen leafy vegetables, creepers, tubeogkra,
tomato, cluster beans, including perennial varieties of curry lea
drumsticks, bananavy exchanging seeds among one anoth
Local seeds were also procured and distributedegetable
cultivation was facitated by providing seeds of brinjal, tomata
okra, beans, gourds and different leafy vegetables. 26
households took up improved vegetable -cultivationThis
intervention has increased thavailability and consumption of

nutritious food at the householtevel. Women were also able to earn by selling vegetables
to others in the village and at the local markets. The average annual additional income raised
from vegetable cultivation ranged frorRs. 15000 to Rs. 20000 rupees for each household
depending on tlke area cultivated

Vegetable crop

Seasonal nutritious food availability at household was facilitated through Nutri Kitchen
Gardens, and vegetable cultivation. Millets cultivation was enagen with 1550 households,
millets. Beans and pulsémsed food recipes werdeveloped based on the tradtional food
intake by the communities, and 80 women from Pathakota and Maredumilli Cluster were
trained on the nutritional food recipes.
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3. Other Relevant Interventions

Home and Community Seed Banks

Home seed banksvere facilitated with local and improved varieds like millets, lentils
(pulses) cereals, tubers, vegetable and oil seeds with FaGehold in Maredumilli and
Pathakotadusters.Also ontiuned to facilitate 15 community managed seed centers in 15
focal villges which are established in 7 Panchayats of Pathakota and PedakodHpsiérs

Each seed centre has 41 traditional varieties of millets, paddy, pulses, beans, spices and oil
seeds. 1500 farmers have accessed seeds from these centers and they haudilissd in

2000 acres. Farmers were also encouraged to collect and

supply seeds of many varieties of traditional crops to other

farmers.

Horticulture and AgreForestry

LAYA has demonstrated Agforestry models like broom
grass and jafra plantation in 42 acres of 56 households in 26
villages of Y. Ramavaram mandal. Broom grass cultivation,
which had been promoted in 60 acres in East Godavari and
Visakhapatnam districts, was followed up. Als,0 pineapple
cultivation was introdaged as an inter crop in the cashew

gardens in 150 acres Pine cultivation

Alternate marketing models

The 4 Millets Producers Groups (MPG) in East Godavari district were linked them with
Wal y&ryY DNIXAyaQ aAatftSia tNRrOSaaAy3a yR al N} S
Some of the processed millets is made available through the retailets in
Mangampadu, Tulasipakalu, Rampachodavaram and Maredumilli.

4. Leveraging Government Schemes for Adivasi Farmers

The NRM Unit plays a significant role in raising awareness and facilitating access to
Government schemes for adivasarmers from varios government departments in the
region. It has developed working relationship with the officers of the:

S.No. Name of Government Agency Schemes
1 Integrated Tribal Development 30 Desi Poultry Farms Sheme un(
Agency (ITDA) special Economic  Develppme

Component to the PVTG
Households in Paderu Division
2 Krishi  Vignan kendra  (KV| Demonstrations of Ginger cultivatig
Pandirimamidi in 20 acres and Pulses 10 acres in
villages of Y. Ramawan Mandal.
Provided 3 Skill Development
trinings on Jack fruit value addtion,
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